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Food Aid Programme in Jeopardy
Jobless Migrant Workers Risk Losing Only Source of Daily Meals

Singapore  14  July  2010  –  Sharply  rising  numbers  of  migrant  workers  seeking  food  aid  threatens  the 
survivial of The Cuff Road Project, a programme in Little India that has already served over 100,000 meals 
to homeless and jobless foreign workers.

Some 450 men depend on the programme for their daily meals.  But without new donations or grants, the 
project's funding risks drying up within a month.  In June, The Cuff Road Project expenditure reached an 
all-time high of $17,914, up nearly 80% on average from the first quarter of the year.  

“Most of The Cuff Road Project participants have either been forced to leave their jobs due to injuries or 
the  non-payment  of  wages,”  says  John  Gee,  president  of  TWC2,  the  charity  that  administers  the 
programme in collaboration with local non-profit ONE (SINGAPORE).  “Many are the victims of scams.  Not 
only that most of the men went deep into debt to come to Singapore, often selling their family homes to 
do so.”

“We aim to provide the men with meals in a safe clean environment, where they can eat with dignity,” 
adds  Vernetta  Lopez,  president  of  ONE  (SINGAPORE).   “No  one  in  Singapore,  whether  local  or  from 
overseas, should have to worry about where their next meal is coming from.”

In order for the programme to continue, TWC2 is addressing an urgent appeal for funds to individuals and 
corporate bodies.

The sharp rise in The Cuff Road Project numbers may be due to higher visibility of the programme among 
the migrant worker community.  Alternatively, it could be because there are more men who are out-of-
work  and  qualify  for  the  programme.   The relevant  data  is  not  generally  released  by  the Ministry  of 
Manpower, so a study is not possible at this stage.  

The Cuff Road Project not only provides the men with food, but with a chance to socialise and a place to 
relax and talk about their problems. TWC2 volunteers are on hand to help with any difficulties faced by the 
workers, which might include a request to be referred to a free clinic for medical attention or to approach 
MOM regarding slow progress of a case.

Most of the men are awaiting resolution of cases of non-payment of salary. Their complaints have already 
been lodged at the Ministry of Manpower (MOM). While these are processed, Special Pass holders cannot 
work legally (unless they are detained by MOM as prosecution witnesses against employers) and therefore 
depend on the goodwill  of others for shelter and meals to sustain themselves. If  they are prosecution 
witnesses, they can take advantage of the Temporary Work Scheme. Prosecution cases often involve illegal 



deployment of workers. The waiting time during these processes, ranging from a few months to years 
leaves the men with limited options.

“If The Cuff Road Project were a company, we would be pleased at the increased demand for our services,” 
says  Sha  Najak,  TWC2’s  Communications  Manager.   “But  as  a  charity,  we  would  rather  create  an 
environment where migrant workers do not need our assistance.  So, you could say, our long-term aim is 
to put ourselves out of business!”

The Cuff Road Project is run by volunteers who give their time and efforts to listen to the plight of these 
men. There are 21 volunteers helping on this project at the moment, including some migrant workers who 
help with translation, advocacy and other support for their countrymen.

"It helps a small proportion of such a large number of Singapore’s population that is often forgotten by 
everybody," says Debbie Fordyce, the project's volunteer coordinator.  "The increase in migrant workers 
has risen almost three times as quickly as that of citizens. Citizens have increased by 210,000 in the last 10 
years  while  migrant  workers  have  risen  by  600,000.”

“The Cuff Road Project provides men with food, but they'd rather be working . . . as long as their employers 
pay the wages that are due,” adds Fordyce. 

If you would like to make a contribution to this food aid programme, please make cheques payable to 
"Transient Workers Count Too" and write "for the Cuff Road Project" on the back.  TWC2's postal address is 
Transient Workers Count Too (TWC2), 5001 Beach Road, Golden Mile Complex #06-27, Singapore 199588.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Sha Najak, TWC2 Communications Manager 
email:  communications@twc2.org.sg 
Tel: 6247 7001

ABOUT  THE CUFF ROAD PROJECT
The  Cuff  Road  Project  is  a  food  aid  programme,  launched  by  Transient  Workers  Count  Too  (TWC2)  and  ONE 
(SINGAPORE),  that  serves meals  with dignity  to homeless  and jobless  migrant  workers  in need.   Breakfasts  and 
dinners  are currently provided on weekdays and lunches are provided on Sundays.   Meals are provided by two 
restaurants in Little India and billed to Transient Workers Count Too at a price of $2.00 per meal. This is funded 
through donations and grants.  All money contributed to the project is spent on food.

ABOUT  TRANSIENT WORKERS COUNT TOO (TWC2)
TWC2 promotes the rights and welfare of migrant workers as well as good relations between migrants and their 
employers.  We engage in research, advocacy and direct services, including The Cuff Road Project and a helpline 
service.

ABOUT  ONE (SINGAPORE)
ONE (SINGAPORE) is  dedicated to raising public awareness and taking concrete actions to Make Poverty History. 
From 16 to 18 October 2009, ONE(SINGAPORE)'s supporters joined 173 million people in "Stand Up and Take Action 
Against Poverty" to call on world leaders to do the right thing and honour their commitments to end poverty.  ONE 
(SINGAPORE) partners with Transient Workers Count Too (TWC2) on The Cuff Road Project to assist homeless and 
jobless  migrant  workers  in  Singapore;  the  Every  ONE  Can  campaign  assists  local  neighbors  in  need.    More 
information about ONE (SINGAPORE) can be found at www.onesingapore.org.

mailto:communications@twc2.org.sg
http://www.twc2.org.sg/site/

